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Principal’s foreword  

Introduction  
This Annual School Report offers an overview of Lawnton State School’s operations in the last 
year. It includes information about student achievement, trends, major educational focus for the 
year and school highlights. 
 
 
Future outlook  
The following statements have been developed to articulate our core business and have been 
workshopped and supported by staff. The wording of all three purpose statements intentionally 
refer to nurturing and caring to reflect our serious commitment to environmental sustainability 
and the care of the earth and its citizens.  

·  “every child in every classroom learning and growing every day” 
·  “nurturing active and informed citizens for a sustainable world” 
·  “creating together a rich and vibrant learning community where local children can thrive” 

All future planning will be tied to these commitments.  
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School Profile  
Total school enrolments are 322 
Year Levels offered:  Prep to Year 7 
Lawnton is a Co-educational site 

 
Curriculum offerings  
Lawnton’s curriculum programs follow Education Queensland’s Early Years Guidelines and 
Essential Learnings and incorporate the eight Key Learning Areas of Mathematics, English, 
Science, The Arts, Languages Other Than English (LOTE – German Years 6/7), Study of 
Society and Environment, Health and Physical Education and Technology. Units of work are 
designed using the Essential Learnings and the “Future Fit 21C –Five Citizens Framework”. 
The school has continued to work towards providing a learning environment that maximises 
outcomes for all students. Human resources, teacher aides and specialist teachers are deployed 
to maximise in-class support for all classrooms. This mechanism allows support for students 
with disabilities, learning difficulties and Indigenous students to be provided in the classroom. To 
support this HR strategy, professional dialogues with staff focus on differentiating the curriculum 
in mixed ability classrooms.      
Extra curricula activities: 
·  Choir 
·  Triple Duet 
·  Instrumental music 
·  Music camp 
·  Band 
·  Year 4 Fun Day 
·  Fundamentals Day 
·  District Mathematics Tournament 
·  Chess Club 
·  Opti-Minds 
·  Student Leaders 
·  District Student Leaders 
·  District, state and international competitions 
·  Camps (years 5/6/7) 
·  Swimming program (years 1-7) 
·  Inter-school sport and gala days 
·  Intra-school sport including inter-house athletics, ball games and a swimming carnival 
·  Excursions 
·  Incursions 
·  Discos 
How computers are used to assist learning: 
ICTs are an integral part of the curriculum at Lawnton State School. Each curriculum unit identifies a 
specific ICT focus. Computers in all classrooms are used on a daily basis as a tool to assist in the 
teaching and learning process. 
Professional support for teachers is provided in a number of ways, though peer support at school 
based sharing sessions is the most common. An ICT highlight this year was the whole staff 
attending a full day training in ICT which introduced all staff to virtual classrooms concepts. Our 
first interactive whiteboard was fitted and plans to expand their use put in place. 
 
Social climate  
Lawnton is a relatively small but very well established school that can offer families a friendly and 
supportive atmosphere. The school’s “Gr8 people” program encourages positive language among all 
stakeholders and a willing recognition and acknowledgement of behaviours which reflect a strong 
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social character. Both the majority of students’ and their parents’ responses to the School Opinion 
Surveys say they are happy to go to this school and that they are treated fairly. 
This high degree of satisfaction is a reflection of the school Responsible Behaviour Plan which 
ensures the well being of all students.   
 
Involving parents in their child’s education  
Parents are encouraged to take part in their child’s education through the active Parent and 
Citizens Association, volunteering within the classroom and tuckshop, attending weekly parades, 
participating as a parent rep, fundraising ventures and communications such as our newsletter “Lawn 
Clippings”.  The parent room continues to be the hub for P&C activities being used for meetings, 
workshops and get-togethers.  Family Fun nights once a term provide an avenue for parents to be 
actively involved at the school while the more formal Parent/ Teacher evenings are a forum for more 
focused parent teacher conversations.  

 



Our staff profile   
 

 

                         2008 School Annual Report  

Qualifications of all teachers  

Highest level of 
attainment

Number of 
classroom 

teachers and 
school leaders at 

the school

Doctorate 0

Masters 3

Bachelor degree 12

Diploma 13

Certificate 0

0%11%

43%
46%

0%

Doctorate Masters
Bachelor degree Diploma
Certificate

  
           
Expenditure on and teacher participation in professional development  

·  The total funds expended on teacher professional development in 2008 was $10,232.00  
The major professional development initiatives are as follows:  

o ICTs 
o Literacy initiatives 
o Gifted Education 
o Behaviour Management 
o QCAR 
o Moderation 
o Special Ed  
o First Aid 

·  The involvement of the teaching staff in professional development activities during 2008 
was 79 %.  

Average staff attendance  
·  For permanent and temporary staff and school leaders the staff attendance rate was 95% 

in 2008.  

Proportion of staff retained from the previous school year  
·  From the end of the 2007 school year, 90% of staff were retained by the school for the 

entire 2008 school year.  

 

 
 

Student attendance  
The average attendance rate as a percentage in 2008 was 94%.   
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Key outcomes  
 
 National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results - our 

reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy results for the Years 
3, 5, 7 and 9.  

 
Domain Measures Yr 3 Yr 5 Yr 7 

Average score for the school 341  434  509  
Average score for Queensland 371.1 466.1 528.1 

Reading For the school the percentage of 
students at or above the national 
minimum standard. 

2008 79 %  77 %  92 %  

Average score for the school 365 430 485 
Average score for Queensland  391.8 468.9 522.7 

Writing For the school the percentage of 
students at or above the national 
minimum standard. 

2008 86% 69% 78% 

Average score for the school 332 439 514 
Average score for Queensland  366.7 462.0 528.0 

Spelling For the school the percentage of 
students at or above the national 
minimum standard. 

2008 77% 75% 83% 

Average score for the school 362 454 495 
Average score for Queensland  370.4 476.6 518.0 Grammar 

and 
Punctuation 

For the school the percentage of 
students at or above the national 
minimum standard. 

2008 86% 88% 78% 

Average score for the school 341 431 535 
Average score for Queensland  367.9 458.2 539.0 

Numeracy For the school the percentage of 
students at or above the national 
minimum standard. 

2008 88% 85% 94% 

 
Results in the Year 2 Diagnostic Net  
 

Percentage of students not requiring additional support   

Reading 68% 
Writing 82% 
Number 82% 

 
 
 

Value added  
Using ‘Future Fit 21c:  Active and Informed Citizens for a Sustainable World’ as our curriculum 
organiser, clearly positions educational sustainability as central to our core business. With the 
assistance of high level industry projects such as the Solar School’s Program and Kidsgrow we 
are preparing students to meet their future.  
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Parent, student and teacher satisfaction with the school  
A significant majority of both parents and student school opinion surveys reflect the view that 
students are getting a good education at Lawnton State School. A further school based survey for 
our Triennial School Review revealed the following results in relation to the question Overall, 
Lawnton is a good school: Parents 97% Staff 92% and Students 88%. 
In 2008 our Year Seven student results in all aspects evaluated, Reading, Writing, Spelling, 
Grammar and Punctuation and Numeracy were statistically comparable to both Like School and 
State School.  


