
Ba c k  P a ne l  He a d i ng  

A whole school approach to reading 
and spelling at Lawnton State School. 

Sounds-Letters  
(S2L) Program 

S2L Program Overview 

The S2L program at Lawnton empowers all 

of our students, regardless of  their ability, 

to progress at their own natural learning 

pace.   This  allows  for  every  student  to 

achieve success.  Students are exposed daily 

to activities, resources and strategies that 

assist with decoding skills with the focus 

being on repetition and consistency across 

our school.   

 

For an extensive overview and break down 

of curriculum being taught, please visit our 

school website. 

Contact Information 

Address: 
 Todds Road Lawnton 

 Lawnton Qld 4501 

Telephone:  (07) 3481 4888 

Facsimile:  (07) 3481 4800 

Email:  S2L@lawntonss.eq.edu.au 

Website:  https://lawntonss.eq.edu.au/Pages/default.aspx 

Gesture Descriptions 

 
Move your right hand in a snake like 

movement forwards  
Hold your hands above your head with 

your index fingers extended like antennae 

 
 Put both arms straight out from your 

sides like a plane  
Use your right hand and salute above your 

right eye 

 Hold a bat and swing both arms like you 

are hitting a baseball  Cup your right hand around your right ear 

as if you are hard of hearing 

 Rub your stomach in a circle as if 

something is yummy  Use your right hand to pretend to saw your 

left arm 

 Turn your head from right to left like a 

sprinkler moving  Pretend your right index finger is a needle 

and jab your left index finger 

 
Bring right and left hands together from 

above and below as if you are deflating an 

object (no clap) 
 

Join middle and index fingers on both 

hands and strike your cheeks downwards 

like putting on face paint 

 
Hold your hands up by your sides and 

make pinching movements (castanets)  
Beat your chest with closed fists like a 

gorilla 

 
Put your right index finger over your lips 

as if telling someone to be quiet  Tap your right fingers on your left arm 

 Put your right index finger inwards over 

your lips and pretend it is a candle  Put your right index finger in your mouth 

like it is a tongue depressor 

 Hold your right hand over your mouth 

with fingers pointing upwards  
Hold up your right index finger and move it 

up and down like you are turning a light 

switch on and off  

 
Put your hands in a fist and beat them like 

you are playing a drum  
Extend your right index finger like you are 

pointing at something 

 Use your right hand like you are zipping 

up a jacket  
Put your fists on top of one another and 

move the right fist up like you are putting 

up an umbrella 

 
Hold your right hand pointing down and 

swirl it around like water is going down a 

drain 
 Place both of your hands flat on your 

cheeks at the same time 

 Place both hands cupped under your chin 

like you are blowing bubbles  Cup both hands around your mouth like 

you are shouting 

 Hold your arms parallel to the floor and 

move them like a train 
 

Hold both hands with finger tips touching 

and move them down like you are cracking 

an egg open 

 Pretend to drive a van holding onto the 

steering wheel 

 Place your hands together with fingers 

pointing forwards and open them out like 

an open book 

 Pretend to eat with a spoon with your right 

hand  Wave both of your hands on your face like 

you are fanning yourself 

 Pretend to be jelly and wobble your whole 

body with hands by your sides  Wiggle your right ear with your right 

thumb and index finger 

 Move your right fist in front of your 

mouth like you are licking a lolly pop 
 Use your right index finger as a hook and 

catch your left hand index finger and move 

them upwards slightly 

 Pretend to be a weight lifter and lift a bar 

up above your shoulders 
 Boxing punch the air in front of your chest 

with your right fist 

 
Hold your right fist next to your mouth 

and move your head from side to side like 

you are a dog pulling a rope Please visit our school 

website to view the sounds 

and gestures video: 

https://lawntonss.eq.edu.au/Pa

ges/default.aspx. 

 Hold your right thumb up like you are 

saying good 

 Pretend to hold a feather in your right 

hand and tickle your throat 

 Move your right fist in and out like you 

are vacuuming 

mailto:admin@lawntonss.eq.edu.au


Lawnton State School has embarked on a new 

and exciting literacy journey with the school-

wide introduction of Melinda Cassells’ Sounds-
Letters (S2L) program.  The purpose of this 

program is to improve the long term storage and 

retrieval of information in our students’ brains 

to expand their spelling and reading practices.  

Teachers across our school are talking in depth 

about sounds and the ways in which they go 

together with letters.  They are exploring the 

complex relationship between sounds and let-

ters by teaching the underlying literacy skills of 

sound knowledge, phonological awareness, let-

ter knowledge, handwriting and linking sounds 

to letters.  However, the methods in which this 

learning is delivered to  students is  utilising 

multimodal learning, repetition and play based 

practices  that  encompass  multiple  learning 

styles.   

Learning  styles  stem  from 

our senses and help us to 

attain  a  particular  goal 

quicker when exposed to our 

preferred way/s of learning.  

They allow us as learners to 

build roads in our brain so 

that information can be stored and then success-

fully retrieved again at a later date.   

 

At  Lawnton, 

sounds  are 

being  taught 

and connected 

with a gesture 

and  picture 

icon.   The 

purpose being  

to  strengthen 

our  students’ 

knowledge  surrounding  sounds  and  letters, 

providing them with a strong foundation in 

their literacy journey. 

Purpose of S2L Program 
at Lawnton S.S. 

How YOU can help your child 
on their S2L journey… 

The Lawnton Sounds:  Get to know the 44 sounds, 

gestures and picture icons as well as the spelling 

choices associated with each sound.  A description of 

each gesture is found on the back of this pamphlet.  

Please visit our school website to view the sounds and 

gestures video. 

The Lawnton Language:  Get to know the key words and their meanings.  Please visit our school website to 

view an extensive list of terminology. 

Word Meaning 

Letters The written symbols that we see.  They have names and are a part of the alphabet. 

Letter Formation The ability to form letters with the correct motor pattern. 

Syllables The beats in words.  Each syllable must contain a vowel sound.  Every vowel sound indicates a syllable. 

Syllabification The ability to break words into syllables. 

Sounds Are what we hear.  They are made in the mouth and we use them to say words. 

Sound Awareness The ability to hear, isolate and identify sounds in specific word positions. 

Graph When one letter says one sound (e.g. p in pig). 

Blending The ability to blend independent sounds into a word. 

Segmenting The ability to break a word into its sounds and identify the sounds. 

Spelling:  Work with your child to 

use the following steps to assist 

with their spelling. 


